
Frequently asked questions about elections 
 

Who is involved in the elections 
 

Am I  

allowed 

to vote? 

 Yes, if you are a citizen of 

Sierra Leone, at least 18 

years old, and registered 

in the section or area of the 

constituency you live in. 

 

 

Produced by The National Electoral Commission, November 2006. 

Pass it on! Please read this leaflet to someone who 

cannot read, or give it to a friend or a relative. 

You are welcome to copy this leaflet and distribute it. 

 

 

Where can I get more information?  
 

Listening to the radio is a good way to get 

information about elections, for example 

Radio UN (FM). 

 

You should listen out for a new series of 

magazine shows about the elections 

produced by The National Electoral 

Commission and Talking Drum Studio. 

 

The series will begin on your local radio station from January 2007. 

 

 

You can also visit the 

National Electoral Commission website 

www.salonevote.org 
 

 

You cannot vote if you are: 

• Under 18 years old 

• Not registered 

• A non-citizen 

• A lunatic 

• A prisoner, or someone 

convicted of an electoral 

offence in the last 5 years. 

 

What am I voting for? 
 

The Constitution of Sierra Leone (1991) 

says that you must vote every 5 years for 

a President and Member of Parliament 

who you want to represent you. 

 

Members of Parliament make laws 

for the peace, security and good 

government of Sierra Leone. 
 

The President is ultimately 

responsible for the law, relations 

with other countries, the Armed 

Forces and any other matter that 

Parliament proposes.  

 

Yes. The basic principles of elections, 

including the rights of voters, are 

outlined in the Constitution of Sierra 

Leone (1991). 

 

The laws which regulate elections to 

make them fair are written down in 

The Electoral Laws Act (2002). There 

are serious fines and prison 

sentences for people who break 

these laws. 

 

 

Are there laws about how 

the elections should work? 

 



Who can stand 

for election? 
 

Any Sierra Leonean can become a 

Member of Parliament as long as 

he or she is registered as a voter 

aged 21 or over and nominated by 

3 voters from the constituency he 

or she wants to represent. 

 

If someone wants to be President he or she must be registered as a voter aged 

40 or over and be properly nominated by their political party. 

 

What about their 

policies? 
 

Candidates or political parties can 

stand for anything they want to, as 

long as they promote the welfare of 

all Sierra Leoneans, whatever their 

tribe, culture, religion, gender 

or physical condition. 

 

 

Once voters have registered, the Political 

Parties Registration Commission (PPRC) 

will decide which parties are legally 

allowed to campaign for the elections. 

 

Next, The National Electoral Commission 

(NEC) will accept nominations from parties 

for the Presidential elections, and from  

parties and independent candidates for 

the Parliamentary elections. 

 

 What role can community leaders  

play in elections, like poro or 

bondo leaders, Mammy Queens, 

head teachers, priests or imams? 

 

 Good community leaders will 

protect and promote your right 

to make your own choice. 

 Community leaders can help you to consider issues that are 

important to you, but in the end you are the only person 

qualified to decide what you need from your politicians. 

 

Don’t be afraid of 

anyone finding 
out how you 

voted. 
 

The law says that 
everyone can 

vote in secret.  
 

If anyone threatens you 

or bribes you to vote a 

certain way, make a 

confidential report to 

The National Electoral 

Commission 

(XXXXXXXX) or one of 

the independent 

monitoring groups like 

National Elections 

Watch (XXXXXXXXXX). 

You have an important 

part to play. 

 

Do not disturb 

the registration 

or polling process. 
 

Do not become 

involved in any 

disturbance. 

Will the elections be safe? 
 

The National Electoral 

Commission is working 

closely with the police 

and security forces to 

help ensure that the 

elections will be 

peaceful and safe. 
 



Who decides who 

I should vote for? 

 
 
 

It is the right and the duty of 

every voter to decide who they 

should vote for by themselves.  
 

How do I 

choose 

which way 

to vote? 
 

You must tell different 

candidates your 

concerns and listen 

carefully to what they 

say they will do. 

 

Then make the 

choice that suits 

you best – just like 

you would at the 

market. 

NEC is working with independent 

groups which are already monitoring 

the elections to see that they are 

organised and carried out properly. 

If they have concerns, they will tell 

NEC, the media or the UN. 

 

 

If you have a complaint about the 

elections process, you can contact NEC 

or a monitoring organisation like NEW. 

 

Why should I trust the National 

Electoral Commission to be fair? 

 

The Constitution of Sierra Leone (1991) 

says that the National Electoral 

Commission (NEC) must conduct 

elections free of any outside interest. 

 

How to contact NEC 
Telephone 076 547 299 

It’s your voice, so be heard! 

Your vote is a unique opportunity to give 

power to the politicians who share your 

concerns. What are  your concerns? 

 

What role can 

Paramount Chiefs 

play in the general 

elections?  
 

In the past, some voters have 

been told who they should 

vote for by their 

Paramount Chief. 

A good Paramount Chief 

will protect and promot 

your right to make your 

own choice. 

You are the only person qualified 

to decide what you need from 

your politicians. 
 



 

What should I expect from 
parties and candidates? 
 

To make sure that 

everyone gets a fair 

say, The National 

Electoral Commission 

(NEC) decides how 

parties, candidates 

and the media can 

promote and report 

a campaign. 

 

One of the rules is that 

no one should have a 

head-start by 

campaigning too 

early.  

 You can spot a good 
campaigner when they 

follow the rules set by 

NEC and when they talk 

about how Sierra Leone 

should be governed. 

 

You can spot a bad 
campaigner when they don’t 

follow the rules set by NEC, or when 

they offer you money or favours if 

you promise to vote a certain way. 

Remember: favours don’t last. 

Good government does. 
 

The government should 

defend your right to make 

a fair choice. They should 

not have any unfair 

advantages during a 

campaign. 

 

Government should also 

respect the independence 

of elections organisers, the 

police and local and 

international monitors.  

 

 

What is the role of national and 

local government in elections? 
 

Who organises election 
day and counts the votes? 
 

The National Electoral Commission. 
 

First NEC recommends where the boundaries of 

constituencies should be. 

 
Then between February and March 2007 it will  

                                  register voters. This is very   

                                    important because if you  

                                   don’t register at the right  

                                    time and place you won’t be  

                                                            allowed to vote. 

 

After this NEC 

confirms which 

candidates can 

contest for the 

election. 

 

Lastly, it holds the 

elections, counts the 

votes and announces 

who has been elected. 

 

 

 


