Nhere can | get more information?

istening to the radio is a good

vay to get information
bout elections, for example
tadio UN (FM).

‘ou should listen and look
wut for a new series of
nagazine shows about the
lections produced by
‘he National Electoral
‘ommission and

‘alking Drum Studio.

‘he series will begin on your local radio station from January 2007.

You can also visit the National Electoral Commission website

www.salonevote.org

%ass it on! Please read this leaflet to someone
~vho cannot read or give it to a friend. You are

velcome to copy this leaflet and distribute it.

>roduced by The National Electoral Commission
November 2006. lllustrations by Christopher O. Parkinson
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Frequently asked questions about elections
What are the elections about g

What are the 2007 elections for? ’ First you will vote for who you

think should be the new
President, then for who
should be your Member of

Parliament.

You only need to register

’ 4

e

. once to make both your votes
In 2007 there will be 2 elections on the same

at the same time. Voting is

scheduled to take place on 28
July 2007.

day. Both give you the chance to influence how

Salone will be governed for the next 5 years.
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. Am | allowed to vote?
You cannot vote if you are:

* Under 18 years old
* Not registered

* A non-citizen

¢ Alunatic

« A prisoner, or someone You can vote if you are a citizen of Sierra Leone,

convicted of an electoral at least 18 years old, and registered in the

offence in the last 5 years. section or area of the constituency you live in.

All eligible voters have
equal access and rights in
elections.

If you are physically impaired and
eligible to vote, arrangements will be
made so that registering and voting

are easier for you.



1 will turn 18 between
registration and elections.
Can I still register and vote?

As long as you are going to be
{ 18 years old by 27 July 2007

you can register and vote.
/ - T

...and learn for the future.

If you are under 18...

DO NOT try to register or vote, or let

anyone bribe you to register or vote.

If you are caught, you may not be
allowed to vote in the future. If anyone
tries to make you vote, tell National
Elections Watch. Telephone XXXXX.

If you are under
18 on 28 July 2007
you cannot vote.

You have another
important role to
play.

Help your elders to understand...

(you can start by reading this to them)

DO NOT get involved in ahy kind of
disturbance at a registration or
polling centre.

Itis really important for the
future of Salone that the
2007 elections are peaceful.

Won’t the elections be rigged?

All citizens and politicians have a duty Independent groups are already

to uphold The Constitution of Sierra monitoring the elections to see that
Leone (1991), which says that elections they are organised and carried out
should be conducted free of any

outside interest.

properly. If they are unhappy, they will
tell NEC, the media or the UN.

The law says that serious fines and If you have a complaint, you can

prison sentences can be given to contact NEC or one of the monitoring

anyone who interferes with the process. organisations (for details, see below).
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Will the elections | You have an important part to play.

be safe?
Do not disturb registration or

The National Electoral . .
¢ National Hlectora polling. Do not become involved

Commission is working

closely with the police in any disturbance.

and security forces to If you are unhappy about something contact
help ensure that the The National Electoral Commission (telephone
elections will be peaceful XXXXXXXXXX) or an independent monitoring

and safe. group like National Elections Watch (XXXXXXXXX).




No politician is perfect, but if you don’t vote

you leave the door open to the worst

outcomes and let your fellow citizens down.
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<3 Even if there seems to be little difference
'/ between 2 candidates in the election, one

will still be better for your needs than another.

1 don’t see any

politicians I like.
Should I still vote?
ﬁg;}wwwx‘ i When different candidates
"\ o~ come to your community, ask
u %‘ them how they will deal with
things that matter to you.

Then make the choice that suits you best — just like you would at the market...

In the past some

Whatever sex you are,
women felt they had °
ovoehowtheir | YOUF VOice and your vote
husbands, fathers or are your

community leaders

Politics affects the lives of

told them to. own. women as much as men.
A good citizen will | ywhat do the elections
defend your right have to do with women?

to choose for
yourself. The law
also says that
everyone can vote
in secret. So don’t
be afraid of anyone =<z
finding out how

you voted.

Who decides who | should vote for?

It is the duty of each voter to decide who he or she should vote for by themselves.

You are the only
person qualified to No one can tell you who to vote for —

decide what you need not your friends, your husband or

from your politicans. even your community leaders.

Which area of the country will my vote effect?

Once he or she is elected, the President
will decide which direction the whole

State of Sierra Leone should go in.

Then each constituency will elect
1 Member of Parliament to represent

your local concerns to the government.

You belong to one constituency and it is the

only place you can register to vote.



Where, when and Will my vote make a difference?

REGISTRATION CENTRE how do | vote?

It could make all the difference.
First you need to register

at a centre in your section. Politicians have the power to make important decisions
about all sorts of things which affect your life like...

Registration centres will open for

healthcare...

3 weeks between February and
March 2007.

jobs and the
economy...

After you have registered you
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will have a chance to check the

list of voters to make sure the
right people were included.

Only people who are on this

Y

list can then vote on 28 July.
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that you registered.

Why are the elections happening in the rains?

The Constitution of Sierra Leone (1991) protects

the freedoms of every citizen by setting time limits
for the powers of President and Parliament. The

2 > Constitution says that Presidential and
Parliamentary elections must take place every 5

years.

Your vote is a unique

This means that Parliamentary elections in 2007

must happen between June and September. chance to give power to It’s you [ o
Although it would be legal for Presidential elections °
to happen on a different day, it would not practically the pOIitiCianS Whose VOI Ce’

be possible to organise 2 separate elections within

priorities match yours. SO be heard!

the period allowed by the Constitution.




