What happens to the
information | give to NEC?

When the registration period ends,
NEC will look at the list of voters to see
that no one has registered under age,
or in the wrong place, or in 2 places.
Then the list will be exhibited in your
community. You should check that you
were included. You should also check

that no one was included in your area

who should not have been.
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What happens after
voter registration?

Some time after registration, the
different candidates for the
elections will start to campaign
for your vote. You must decide
who can really make a difference

to your life over the next 5 years.

Then on 28 July you will come to
the same centre you registered
at to make your vote for a new
President and a Member of

Parliament for your area.

Pass it on! Please read this leaflet to someone who
cannot read or give it to a friend. Listen to your

radio or visit www.necsl.org for more information.
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Frequently asked questions about elections

Voter registration in 2007 ¢

The National Electoral
Commission must make a
list of voters before the
elections. This is to make
sure that every elligible
voter is able to vote in the

right place.

People who do not register

wll not be able to vote. /

Gyone can register and vote
as long as they:

v Register in the right place
v" Are a citizen of Sierra Leone
v Are over 18

N

All eligible voters have equal
access and rights in elections.

It is especially important that women
register to vote, to make sure that their

concerns are represented in Parliament.




Can | register
anywhere?

This election is different to
previous elections. People will
vote and be counted in small
areas called constituencies.
So for the first time ever, you
will have the opportunity to
choose a Member of

Parliament who really knows

your area and how life is there.

No one who lives outside your area should be

able to vote for your Member of Parliament.

This means that everyone must register

to vote where they live.
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So I should register and
vote in my constituency?

Yes. But that isn’t enough.
The list of voters NEC collects

this year is also going to be Section ¢

No. 148\

used for the local elections
in 2008. This means that

you need to register and vote = ———
in a even more local area of
the constituency you live
in. This is called a Section
(or an Area if you live in
the Western Area of

Sierra Leone). <}3

‘ What happens if the registration officer won’t register me? ’

ﬁthe registration officer

is not convinced that you are

elligible to register and vote

he or she may give you a
Rejection Form to say that

they have not registered you.

This will explain that you can

return on a particular day to

wove your elligibility. /

The decision of the registrar (‘ _—

is final. If you are unhappy,

do not cause any disturbance

in the centre. Return later as

you are instructed to prove

your elligibility.

is working closely with the police

and security forces to ensure that the registration centres will be peaceful and safe.

You have an important part to play. Do not disturb the registration process.

Do not become involved in any disturbance.
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So | don’t need to bring anything when | come to register?

In most cases you won’t need to bring anything.
However, if the registration staff are not convinced
that you are allowed to register and vote they may

ask you for some evidence.

If this is likely to happen (for example, if you are 18
but look younger), you might save time by bringing

evidence with you when you come to register.

If you need to prove your

age, identity or nationality,

. . Birlh ATT A
you will need to bring one PASSPORT Cortificat e AITIDAYIT
or more of these kinds of —
documents... LIATIO1T A i o ﬂ E2RES T;‘Jélr" Birs
! z N
’\
f

If you have none of these
documents, the
registration staff will
accept the testimony of a

local official, including:

A village headman

A town or section chief

A priest or imam
A headteacher
A councillor

A paramount chief

What will happen if | register
in a Section or Constituency
that 1 don’t live in?

You won’t be allowed to. When you register you
will be asked what your address is. If it doesn’t
match the centre you are trying to register at,

you will be asked to register elsewhere.

But how do | know which
Section or Constituency |l am in?

If there are two
registration centres in
your Section you can
choose which one you

In most cases, people will register and vote at | want to register at.

their nearest centre. However, some homes may
be on the edge of 1 Section and actually belong But remember...
to another. The best way to find out is to ask You must register and

your neighbours where they have registered. [ | oi6 in the same place

{you have homes in two Sections or
Constituencies, you can decide which
you want to vote in. BUT... That is
also where you must register. This
might mean you have to travel to

register or vote during work or

holidays. But it’s worth it to vote!




When do | register?

NEC will register voters for 3 weeks \

between 26 February and
18 March 2007.

Anyone who does not
register in these 3 weeks
will not be allowed to
vote in the election!
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I’'m very busy. Can
someone register for
me, or can NEC come

to where |1 work?

No. You must come to the
centre yourself,
otherwise people might
end up registered in the

wrong places.

If it is difficult to leave
your work or children,
ask someone to help
you look after things.
You should do the same

for them.

Everyone in Sierra Leone
will have a centre within 5
kilometres of where they
live, and in most cases

they will be much closer.

What time will registration

centres open and close?

Registration centres will open at
8 in the morning and close at
5 in the afternoon every day

of the week. They are open on

Saturdays and Sundays.

In towns and cities, centres stay open
even later on Wednesdays and /

Thursdays — until 6 in the evening.

Don’t leave it to the last moment to
register! Do it as early as possible.

What do | have to do when I go to register?

Nothing. The registration staff will do everything for you.

Wait in the queue until it is your turn to be registered.

The registration officer will ask for your name,

your age and your address. You will also be
asked to make your thumbrint or signature
to say that you have registered. Then your

photo will be taken and you will be given

o your voter ID card. You are registered.
b o ) )
What do 1 do with my voter ID card?

It is important that you keep your ID card safe. You must bring it with you when
you go to vote to show that you have registered at the same centre. No one needs
your ID card except you. Lost or stolen cards can only be replaced during the

registration period at the same centre that you registered at.
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